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counters the surface of a prism, P*, set at the polar-
izing angle; about -ff of the light passes through the
prism, emerging perpendicular to its rear surface, and,
being rejected, about -^ is reflected and polarized by
the reflection. The reflected ray next strikes the sur-
face of a second prism, P2, and here a considerable por-
tion of the remaining light is thrown away. That which
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MERZ'S HELIOSCOPE.

is left is reflected into the upper portion of the eyepiece
parallel to its original direction, through an opening in
the top of the circular case in which the two prisms
are mounted. The upper case is attached to the lower
in such a manner that it can be turned around the line
C D as an axis. It contains two plane mirrors of black
glass, placed as shown in the figure. With, things in